Name: James Hartwick
Position sought: Vice President
Educational background / past involvement in social studies education:

(150 words or less)

I have served as a Vice President and as the Southeast Area Delegate for two terms on the WCSS Board. As the Secondary Social Studies Program Coordinator at UW-Whitewater, I provide professional development and prepare future social studies teachers. Prior to my doctoral studies at UW-Madison, I helped organize and teach at an experiential high school, Shackleton Schools, in Boston. For five years, Instructed at-risk youth, motivated youth, adults, and teachers at the Voyageur Outward Bound School. I also taught social studies at Burlington High School (WI) for five years, where my courses included US History, Western Civilizations, Economics, and Service-Learning (a course that I developed). 

Education: (1) UW-Madison: Ph.D., Curriculum & Instruction 

(2) Minnesota State University-Mankato: MS, Educational Leadership
(3) UW-Madison: BS Secondary Education, Broadfield Social Studies and Economics Majors, History Minor

Licenses: Broadfield Social Studies, Economics, History, Psychology 

What directions / improvements would you like to see for WCSS? 

(150 words or less).

For my second term as a Vice President, I would like to see WCSS: (1) continue to advocate for the use of student-centered, experiential approaches to social studies education; (2) continue to offer high quality annual conferences organized around important social studies issues or strands; (3) seek to reduce the cost of the conference; (4) increase efforts to support clubs, such as the Key Club, 4-H, Scouts, Model UN, Amnesty International, which engage in experiential social studies education; (5) improve the WCSS website, developing subject-based (e.g., US History, World History, Civics, Economics, Geography, Psychology, Sociology, Service-Learning, etc.) resources for educators; and (6) offer special incentives or discounts to new members, first time conference attendees, and anyone who refers a new member in order to increase membership. 

