Name: Lorie Ackermann

Position sought: Southeast Delegate

Educational background / past involvement in social studies education:

I have been a middle school social studies teacher for the past 11 years at the Milwaukee School of Languages.  I teach 6th, 7th, and 8th grade social studies in German (immersion setting).  I have been the middle and high school department chair for the past six years.  This is my second year advising a group of 8th graders for the National History Day competition. I have attended several NCSS conferences and will be part of a group presenting on Document Based Questions at the upcoming NCHE conference in South Carolina.  I have also been on the Education Advisory Council for the Wisconsin State Historical Society for the past three years.

What directions / improvements would you like to see for WCSS? 

I am very concerned with the reduction of social studies classes in the general curriculum.  I feel that social studies education is an integral part of a student’s development.  Social studies classes improve a student’s ability to think both locally and globally.  Skills that are learned in social studies classes will be used throughout a person’s life.  We need to continue to make social studies a priority in classrooms in Wisconsin.  WCSS needs to continue to work with the Department of Public Instruction, school boards, administrators and teachers to make sure that we don’t reduce or eliminate the teaching of social studies in classrooms in the state of Wisconsin.

