Application for WCSS Board Area Delegate
Name:

Lou A. Kindschi

Position Sought:

Area Delegate for Southwest (535)
Educational Background/past involvement with social studies education:

Degrees include:

 BA in Sociology and Spanish, UW-Madison
JD (law degree), UW-Madison
Teaching Certification, UW-Whitewater

I have been a social studies teacher at the secondary level for 10 years.  I teach history, sociology, and I have developed an elective course that covers Global Diversity.  I am currently developing a survey course in psychology that will be offered next year.
I seek continuous academic and experiential growth that will translate to relevant and topical lesson plans, including taking courses at UW-Madison and undertaking curriculum development through grants.  I have studied or taught in Europe, Australia, SE Asia, and Africa.

I presented at the WCSS Great Lakes Region Conference (2010) on curriculum development about Rwanda. 
Directions/improvement I would like to see for WCSS:
1. Encouraging membership for new teachers

I have been a member of WCSS since I began teaching.  I was introduced to the organization by professors at UW-Whitewater during my certification for teaching license.  Having the opportunity to connect with teachers who exemplify a lifelong love of learning is very powerful.  I would encourage continued support for student teachers to get involved at the beginning of their careers.

2. Continue a global focus at the yearly convention

I was most impressed with the international offerings of topics at the WCSS Conference from the very first year I attended.  This venue has provided me with connections, inspiration and practical pedagogy that I can use in my classroom to help foster the development of global citizenship.  As a traveler and student of the world I am extremely impressed with this focus and would like to see it continued.
3. Greater connections with NCSS

I am concerned that the national focus upon math and science will push social studies to the back burner of educational priorities.  I hope that all state social studies organizations will join forces to lobby for appreciation of the crucial role social studies plays in developing competent citizens.

