Name: Mike Bonnie

Position sought: SE Delegate
Educational background / past involvement in social studies education:

(150 words or less)

My background includes fifteen years designing, budgeting, and construction of cable television systems, including staff training; 6 years of professional grant proposal and technical writing; and ten years of General and Special Education teaching in cross-categorical areas of: English, reading, math, basic science and social studies. At present I teach technology skills in the business education department at Hamilton High School in Milwaukee, WI. I am currently working to earn a PhD in Education with emphasis on education in China. I’ve earned a Master’s degree in Business Management, an undergraduate degree in Business Management and Communications and, hold a Wisconsin Business Education teacher license. I’m proficient in working with at-risk students with disabilities grades 7-12; teaching basic and transitional-living skills, technology use, personal management, self-advocacy, working with classroom teachers, parents and peer groups, community, and government agencies. Foreign travel and teaching includes: Guatemala (1998 and 1999), Turkey (2001 and 2002) and English-as-a-Second Language summer teaching experience; China (2004-07 and 09-10). Former board president of Friends of International Education (2008-2010); current fund raising chair.
What directions / improvements would you like to see for WCSS? 

(150 words or less)

I would like to see for WCSS:  Greater emphasis on the importance providing high quality education for U.S. students, living in urban areas, by having teachers with experience teaching outside their native cultures; and, greater support for the use of technology in international education cooperative teaching efforts.
