Name: Rhonda Watton



Position sought:  President-Elect

Educational background / past involvement in social studies education:

(150 words or less)

I received my undergraduate degree in Elementary Education 1-9, Recreational Management and minor in History from Carthage College, followed by a masters’ degree in education, also from Carthage. In 2005, I became a National Board Certified Teacher. I have taught in Milwaukee Public Schools and am currently teaching 8th grade Social Studies in the Hamilton School District in Sussex.  My involvement in social studies includes the following:  a member of WCSS for the past 19 years, the past social studies department chair at my school, a board member of the Wisconsin Geographic Alliance, the co-chairperson for the Wisconsin Geographic Bee, traveling internationally with students through the People to People program for the past 10 years, was chosen as a participant on the Goethe Institute to Germany, participated in the Project Citizen and We the People summer institutes, attended the Colonial Williamsburg summer teacher institute, and this past November, attended the NCSS conference for the first time.
What directions / improvements would you like to see for WCSS? 

(150 words or less)

I would like to see WCSS continue to be a leader in social studies education in the state and on the national level.  Involving pre-service teachers in professional development opportunities on a local, state and national level will help promote their retention as an educator.  Mentoring and collaborating with peers will assist in teaching of new content, teaching strategies and technology.  Being a voice in our communities and schools and by teaching and promoting citizenship among our students, will create prepared 21st century global learners.
