Greg Mortenson
· Greg Mortenson is the founder of nonprofit Central Asia Institute www.ikat.org and Pennies For Peace www.penniesforpeace.org and co-author of Three Cups of Tea www.threecupsoftea.com
· Mortenson’s New York Times bestseller biography is Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace… One School at a Time, co-authored by David Oliver Relin (Penguin 2007), also a TIME Magazine Asia Book of the Year, received the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association (PNBA) nonfiction Book Award, a Banff Mountain Festival book finalist, and KIRIYAMA Prize finalist (announced March 28, 2007).

· Mortenson grew up on the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania from 1958 to 1973. His father established a teaching hospital, Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Center, and his mother founded the International School Moshi.

· In 1969, at age eleven, Mortenson climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro (Africa’s highest mountain at 19,342 ft.) and became the youngest person to summit the mountain.

· He was a U.S. Army medic in Germany during the Cold War (1977-1979), where he received the Army Commendation Medal, and later graduated from the University of South Dakota in 1983, and pursued graduate studies in neurophysiology at Indiana University.

· His lifelong interest in mountaineering culminated in a 1993 climb of Pakistan’s treacherous K2 (28,251 ft.), the world’s second highest mountain, which changed his life.

· Since 1993, Mortenson has dedicated his life to promote education, especially for girls, in remote, volatile regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan.

· As of 2007, Mortenson has established 58 schools in rural Pakistan and Afghanistan, which provide education to over 24,000 children, including 14,000 girls, where few education opportunities existed before.

· His work has not been without peril.

· In 1996, he survived an eight-day armed kidnapping in Waziristan, in the Northwest Frontier Province NWFP tribal areas of western Pakistan (now a Taliban and al Qaeda sanctuary), escaped a 2003 firefight with feuding Afghan warlords by hiding for eight hours under putrid animal hides in a truck going to a leather-tanning factory. He has overcome two fatwahs from enraged Islamic mullahs, and also received hate mail and death threats from his fellow Americans after 9/11, for helping Muslim children with education.

· Mortenson is a living hero to rural communities of Afghanistan and Pakistan where he has gained the trust of Islamic leaders, military commanders and tribal chiefs from his tireless effort to champion education, especially for girls.

· He is one of few foreigners who has worked extensively for fourteen years in the region now considered the front lines of the war on terror and has traveled to more than sixty countries in his lifetime.

· His cross-cultural expertise has brought him to speak on U.S. Capital Hill, national think tanks, the Pentagon, Department of Defense, U.S. State Department., libraries, outdoor groups, universities, schools, churches, mosques, synagogues, business and civic groups, women's organizations and much more.

· Mortenson is an advocate of girls’ education as one of the major solutions to bring economic development, peace and prosperity to impoverished societies, and says, “You can hand out condoms, drop bombs, build roads, or put in electricity, but until the girls are educated a society won’t change.”

· 2006-7 tour and media schedule on www.threecupsoftea.com/BookTourTVRadio.php
· NBC newscaster, Tom Brokaw, calls Mortenson, “one ordinary person, with the right combination of character and determination, who is really changing the world”. 

· Al Neuharth, founder of USA Today, says "Mortenson doesn't just climb mountains. He moves them, and through his dedication and determination, he's given hope and changed the lives of thousands of children in a region of turmoil”.

· While not overseas half the year, Mortenson, 49, lives in Bozeman, Montana with his wife, Dr. Tara Bishop, and two children.

Awards

· 1975 US Army Commendation Medal

· 1998 American Alpine Club David Brower Conservation Award

· 2002 Peacemaker Award from Montana Community Mediation Center

· 2003 Climbing Magazine "Golden Piton Award" for humanitarian effort

· 2003 Vincent Lombardi Champion Award for humanitarian service

· 2003 Peacemaker of the Year" Benedictine Monks, Santa Fe, NM

· 2003 Outdoor Person of the Year - Outdoor Magazine

· 2003 Salzburg Seminar fellow, sponsored by Microsoft

· 2004 Freedom Forum "Free Spirit Award" (National Press Club, D.C.)

· 2004 Jeanette Rankin Peace Award - Institute for Peace

· 2005 Men's Journal 'Anti-Terror' Award

· 2005 Red Cross “Humanitarian of The Year” Montana

· 2006 Golden Fleur-de-lis Award from Comune Firenze, Italy (November 2006)

· 2007   Medical Education Hall of Fame Award, Toledo, Ohio (April 2007)

· 2007  Mountain Institute Award For Excellence in Mountain Community Service (Oct 23)
· Publications

· ‘Tre tazze di Tè’,  Nuovi Mondi Media, (Bologna), Nov. 2006, ISBN 0670034827

· Mortenson biography, Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Fight Terrorism and Build Nations… One School at a Time;" New York: Viking Press/Penguin Publishing, March 2006, Penguin paperback Feb. 2007 (ISBN 0670034827).

· Inspirational chapter in: "Chicken Soup for a Better World", Jack Canfield, et al., Deerfield Beach: HCI Books, August 2005 (ISBN 0757303129).

· "The Difference a Day Makes;" Karen Jones, Novato: New World Library, 2005 (ISBN 1577314751). Contributing author.

· "Sustainable Development in Central Asia"; Shirin Akiner, Sander Tideman (editors), Surrey: Curzon Press, 1998. (ISBN 0312219318). Summary and contributing author.

Websites

· Central Asia Institute www.ikat.org
· Three Cups of Tea www.threecupsoftea.com
· Pennies For Peace www.penniesforpeace.org
· Greg Mortenson www.gregmortenson.com
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